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Remember
to turn on
your front
porch lights
each night
for safety.

Letter to the Community

by Mike Smith,
Member of Amending Covenants Committee, and
Beth Rodriguez, Chairperson

I was recently able to attend a meeting of the committee studying the possibility of amending our governing documents. It was
suggested that I write a column for the newsletter. I will not detail
many specifics since the committee is still discussing how best to do
what we believe is necessary. Other owners will be writing columns
for the newsletter giving more detail as various aspects are
addressed. Think of me as the clown who comes out at the beginning
of the show to warm up the audience.
Our governing documents were written in 1973 and seem to have
a 1950s mentality. One meeting attendee described them as boilerplate. I agree with that assessment. Some people might describe it as
cut and paste. They are not very well written and we believe that
they are overdue for revision or possibly a complete rewrite. This
will not be easy nor will it be quick. We need to determine exactly
what we want to do, get a good estimate of what it will cost us, and
budget for that cost.
A lot has changed since these documents were written and in
some cases laws have been enacted or changed which sometimes
puts our governing documents at odds with the law. Two attendees
gave me some of their thoughts to use in writing what I want to say.
The three of us agree that our documents need to be responsive to
the needs of the community and give us some flexibility in governance of Newington Station. These documents are a private contract
between each owner and the Newington Community Association
(NCA). I am not a huge fan of homeowner associations but I agreed
to follow the rules when I purchased my home.
The committee is seriously considering taking the overall task
and breaking it up into smaller tasks. We want to keep the questions,
which will eventually be voted on, simple. We don’t want to confuse
people with conditional responses.
At this time the committee would like to address the number of
yes votes required for passage of any change to the documents. At
the present time our documents require three quarters of the owners
voting yes before the change can be made. The Virginia Property
Owners act requires this to be no lower than two thirds. Legally we
Continued on page 6 ….
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Spinelli Family

NEWINGTON COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS' MEETING – June 3, 2015
Draft Minutes of the Meeting – NCA Pool House Meeting Room
At 7:00 pm President Beth Rodriguez called the meeting to order. Board members present were President
Beth Rodriguez, Treasurer Louise Whitt, Secretary Chris Hammel, and Director Florence Smoczynski. Vice
President Kevin Benore was not in attendance.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Treasurer Whitt made a motion to accept the May 6th monthly board meeting minutes with an amendment.
The President and CM both had a vote taken in their notes but no record of a motion. “A motion was made to
not waive any fees associated with delinquency” was removed and replaced with “There was a consensus
among the board to not waive any fees associated with the delinquency but no formal vote was taken.” Director Smoczynski seconded the motion. Vote: 3 yes, 1 abstain. The Board will rectify by making a motion
during this meeting.
Treasurer Louise Whitt made a motion to accept the May 6th monthly board meeting executive session
minutes as written. Vice President Benore seconded the motion. Vote: 3 yes.
HEARINGS
Lots 84, 87, 275, 298, 558 and 540 all had a
scheduled hearing as an opportunity to
comment on a rule violation but were not in
attendance. Lot 300 was in attendance.
COMMUNITY FORUM
A resident stated that for the past few years
he has listed his son and grandkids as living
with him to get them pool passes but this year
he was not able to get them without proving
they lived in NCA. He felt he was being targeted and this was petty since the pool is never
full. He likes the convenience of not having to
attend the pool with his guests and protests the
policy. The Board stated this is done to protect
NCA, for insurance purposes and to keep the
pool private. Guest credits can be used to bring
guests to the pool.
This individual was also concerned with the
Board having secret meetings. The State
statutes allow executive sessions. There are
limitations one what subjects a Board goes into
executive session to discuss, and all votes are
held in open session, as required by law.

COMMITTEE/BUSINESS REPORTS
Treasurer’s Report, Louise Whitt
Treasurer Whitt stated she has one volunteer for
the budget committee.
NCA will realize
approximately $15,000 in gains from a TIPS
that matured this year. The CM will contact the
auditor to get an estimate of the effect on taxes
in 2016 so this can be included in the budget.
Community Manager (CM) Report, Lori Randall
 Disclosure Packets: 7863 Godolphin
Continued on Next Page ….
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Minutes, from page 3….
 Asphalt paths/stream crossing update: County has ap-

biggest problem areas. The CM will gets pictures and
quotes for the Board.



Planning and Development, Lou Tobat
Lou noted the progress on the ramp from the Fairfax
County Parkway to the Fairfax County Parkway at
Rolling Road. The ramp will become two lanes.
There is no timetable for its completion.













proved bridge design. Engineer is putting RFP out for
path work and both stream crossings.
Brandeis Way renovation: Schedule begins with concrete work on long Brandeis June 8th at 6 am.
Getty and Marconi playgrounds complete.
Waiting on scheduled painting of Moline addresses and
tic marks.
Prepared performance evaluation form for President to
complete.
Yard sale successful
Tall grass is a problem throughout community. At least
118 door hangers distributed. Have called Department
of Health on four unit. FCHA has three vacant properties that are not being mowed.
Computer for security cameras not working properly.
Has been serviced but computer memory capacity is
very old.
Ordered tables, umbrellas and chairs for pool. $1,800
Contractor is recommending automatic pool chemical
control. $3800
Pool’s opening weekend was uneventful.
Contractor reported damage to common grounds behind
home on Luce. Quote $250 to repair. (pic)

Personnel Compensation Procedures, Chris Hammel
and Kevin Benore
The Board was given a copy of the draft Employee
Compensation Policy. Some of their comments were
incorporated into a new draft. Chris noted the amount
of time the CM contributed to working on the policy.
Because Kevin was not in attendance, further discussion will be postponed until next month.
Amending CCRs Committee, Beth Rodriguez
Beth held a meeting Tuesday, June 2nd. Five people
attended. Draft minutes were shared with the Board.
The goal of the committee is to address allowing
political signs and decreasing the number of owners
needed to amend the CCRs with the primary focus
being to reduce the percentage for amendments to
match the State POA. They felt the amendments
should be a two step process. They intend to reach out
to the community for opinions on what other sections
of the CCRs might need to be amended. Some board
members felt that multiple amendments should be
presented at the same time. There was discussion
about having an attorney review the CCRs for
inconsistencies, not just the logistics of getting the
required 75% signatures. A board member mentioned
that another association has consulted with an
attorney, their CCRs need to be amended but they are
having a difficult time getting the required signatures.
The CM mentioned the new law that allows the
Circuit Court to reform documents for after an
association has made attempts to amend their
governing documents.

Resident Complaints/Issues/Comments
 Illegal activities at end of Delong. Resident is contacting police.
 Positive comment on putting a survey in the newsletter.
 Men’s showers at pool not working
 Resident was not given access to pool without pool passes. Feels lifeguards should have been able to give out
pool passes.
 ‘Grey’ is a wood color
 Resident received letter on late assessments. Resident’s
bank shows paid. Unhappy with summit and not being
able to get this rectified. CM called summit and was
informed that they needed a copy of the check to investigate but for concerns of identity theft, resident isn’t
providing the necessary information. Doesn’t understand why he can’t just give them the information that is
on the check to verify if they received the funds or not.
 Shrubs on short Brandeis are not maintained, interfere
with car, and attract insects. (pic)

GENERAL BUSINESS – Old
Tennis Court Repairs – As a continuation of last
month’s discussion on Reserve maintenance for 2015,
the Board was given an updated quote to repair the
tennis courts plus a second quote. One contractor
quoted standard crack repair with paint touch up and
one quote for standard resurfacing with crack repair.
There was an option on both quotes for Armor Crack
Repair which has a five year warranty. The second
contractor quoted standard resurfacing with crack repair and a one year warranty. President Rodriguez
made a motion to contract with Mid Atlantic for Armor Crack Repair with touch up paint at a cost of

Additionally the storm drain behind the Marconi Court
tot lot was reported as clogged. Anyone can report a
clogged storm drain to the County. A phone number
is in the monthly newsletter. President Rodriguez suggested the CM look into whether we get insurance discounts for the security cameras at the pool house/
office. The construction on Brandeis will last two to
three weeks. The recommendation of an automatic
pool chemical controller will be discussed as part of
the agenda. To date, 24 surveys have been completed
online and 2 paper surveys were submitted. The Board
discussed how to prevent people from driving on
common grounds. Trees/shrubs could be used in the
4
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$9375. The cost will go up if the linear feet of
cracks has increased since they last measured.
Secretary Hammel seconded the motion. Vote: 3
yes, 1 no.
New deck process, deck helmet – A resident
would like to apply Deck Helmet to their existing
deck. The Architectural Standards do not address
this. The Standards specifically do not allow the
painting of decks. The Standards allow the use of
composite wood but the wood on this particular
deck is not being replaced. The request is for
either grey or cedar. The approval was denied but
up for consideration after obtaining a sample.
President Rodriguez made a motion to not allow
Deck Helmet. It is not a composite wood or a
clear preservative. The material covers the wood
like a paint or stain, which is not allowed. Secretary Hammel seconded the motion. Vote: 4 yes.
Enforcement of trash policy, POA 55-513.C –
The CM informed the Board of changes to the
POA, specifically 55-513.C on rule enforcement
that became effective last year. The NCA policy
on Assessment Charges for Rule, Covenant and
Architectural Violations was presented to the
Board with revisions. The CM stated she is using
door hangers for tall grass but will need to send a
copy of those door hangers to the owners when the
NCA address is not the address of record. She is
also sending a newly revised letter for anyone who
has a trash violation. After the addition of “55513” after “Virginia’s Property Owners’ Association Act”, the Board agreed with the changes made
to the policy and it will be posted in the newsletter
for community review.
GENERAL BUSINESS – New
Automatic Pool Chlorinator – The pool contractor recommends installing automated pool
chemical controllers at a cost of $3800 per pool.
President Rodriguez made a motion to not
purchase the chemical controllers for the pools.
Secretary Hammel seconded the motion. Vote: 4
yes.
At 10 pm Director Smoczynski made a motion
to convene to executive session to discuss hearings, and hearing updates. Secretary Hammel
seconded the motion. Vote: 4 yes.
At 10:30 pm Secretary Hammel made a motion
for the Board to reconvene to the regular meeting.
Treasurer Whitt seconded the motion. Vote: 4
yes.
Regarding Lot 84, Secretary Hammel made a
motion to assess the owner $10 a day for up to
ninety days starting in two weeks. Director
Smoczynski seconded the motion. Vote: 3 yes, 1
no.

Regarding Lot 87, President Rodriguez made a
motion to waive an assessment for an architectural
violation since the violation had been corrected.
Secretary Hammel seconded the motion. Vote: 3 yes,
1 no.
Regarding Lot 275, Secretary Hammel made a
motion to waive an assessment for an architectural
violation since the violation had been corrected.
President Rodriguez seconded the motion. Vote: 3 yes,
1 no.
Regarding Lot 298, Secretary Hammel made a
motion to assess the owner $10 a day for up to ninety
days starting July 1st to give time for the owner to
finish the repairs that have been started. Director
Smoczynski seconded the motion. Vote: 3 yes, 1 no.
Regarding Lot 300, Secretary Hammel made a
motion to assess the owner $10 a day for up to ninety
days starting July 1st to give time for the owner to
finish the repairs that have been started. Director
Smoczynski seconded the motion. Vote: 3 yes, 1 no.
Regarding Lot 540, Secretary Hammel made a
motion to assess the owner $50 for the tall grass violation if when the CM looks at the property tomorrow
the grass still has not been cut. Director Smoczynski
seconded the motion. Vote: 3 yes, 1 no.
Regarding Lot 558, Secretary Hammel made a
motion to assess the owner $50 for the tall grass violation if when the CM looks at the property tomorrow
the grass still has not been cut. Director Smoczynski
seconded the motion. Vote: 3 yes, 1 no
Regarding Lot 400, President Rodriguez made a
motion to assess the owner $10 a day for up to ninety
days starting in two weeks for an architectural violation. Secretary Hammel seconded the motion. Vote: 3
yes, 1 no.
Regarding Lot 189, President Rodriguez made a
motion that the violation has not been corrected and
would like to get the attorney’s opinion on proceeding
with injunctive relief. If the attorney responds with
concerns, the Board will be informed before any further action is taken. Secretary Hammel seconded the
motion. Vote: 2 yes, 1 abstain, 1 no. Motion did not
pass.
Last month Rees Broome sent a letter to the Board
asking if they would like to waive late fees due to
specific circumstances, death of trust owner and
trustee’s issues with property management company.
President Rodriguez made a motion to not waive any
fees incurred on the property. Secretary Hammel
seconded the motion. Vote: 3 yes, 1 no.
At 10:01 pm Director Smoczynski made a motion
to adjourn. President Rodriguez seconded the motion.
Vote: 4 yes.
NEXT MEETING: J uly 1, 2015 - 7:00 PM NCA
Pool House. All residents welcome to attend.
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Take an unforgettable
adventure to Wolf Trap this
summer!

Lovebug Landscaping
Landscaping and Pressure Washing….
Planting, mulching, hedge trimming and lawn services.
Over 20 years experience!!
I am a resident of Newington Station
Allow me to assist you with providing a fresh look for
your front/back yard.
ERICK NICARAGUA @ 703-953-5005
CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!!

School's out. Amazing is in! This summer,
Wolf Trap Children's Theatre-in-the-Woods
offers family-friendly performances ranging
from folk to kiddie-rock, puppetry to theatre, and much more! Performances run
Tuesday through Saturday at 10:30 am from
now until early August. View the Children's
Theatre-in-the-Woods
season
schedule listing all the
performances and
dates. Please contact Wolf Trap with any
questions you may have.
We hope to see you at Wolf Trap this summer!
Full Link address for dates:
http://www.wolftrap.org/~/media/Files/PDF/
education/titw_15_group_quicksheet.ashx
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A special reminder to all dog
owners …

….Letter to Community, continued from Page 1
can stay at three quarters, however, the committee
believes that we should change this to conform to the
law.
Revision of our governing documents is a very
serious process. We need every owner to respond
when they are contacted. Every owner should take
the time to read the Articles of Incorporation,
Bylaws, and Covenants. They are available on the
NCA website using the link Community Info.
Additionally, as many owners as possible should attend the committee meetings. Let’s all get involved!

With the hot weather here and perhaps a
lack of rain, please hose down your yard
occasionally to remove any pet waste
smell.
This is important if you let your dog(s)
out in the backyard to do their “business”,
especially in the townhouses where the
space is smaller and closer to one another.

*****

Obey Neighborhood Signs

Your neighbors will thank you!

For everyone’s safety, please pay attention to all
speed limit signs for safety. Some streets are
one way only - please obey the one way signs
on Luce, Moline and Durer.

Delivery Package Warning
Delivery packages have disappeared from
the front porches of two homes on
Luce. Be aware of when packages
are expected and ask a neighbor
to keep an eye out, if possible!

Renovated Tot Lots!

T

wo tot lots are completely renovated. Last year the tot
lot across from the
ball field on Northumberland
and the tot lot at Marconi
Court got new swing
sets. Both tot lots just got
new playground structures. Management and
the Board hope you enjoy the new equipment
and plan to finish the renovation of all tot lots in
the next one to two years.

Lawn Services for Hire
Do you have lots of leaves or untamed grass? Do
you not have the time or energy to take care of
it? Hire me - a responsible, able-bodied teen looking for some work. I have experience with yard
work and contribute to the community regularly.
Price: $20/hr. (min. 1 hour)
Contact:
John Paul Spinelli, 703-451-1779
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Farmer’s Markets Now Open!
Fridays, May 1 - October 30, 4-7 pm, Giant
parking lot, 5935 Kingstowne Towne Center
Saturdays, May 2 - November 21, 8am-12pm,
Burke VRE parking lot,
5671 Roberts Parkway
Sundays, May 3 - November 8, 9 am-1pm, Lorton VRE parking lot,
8990 Lorton Station Blvd

NCA Calendar
Monday

Sunday

July 2015
Tuesday

JULY POOL HOURS
Daily: 11am to 9pm
Sundays: 10am to 8pm (10-11am
adults only)
5

6

10-11am
Adult Swim
12

13

10-11am
Adult Swim
19

20

10-11am
Adult Swim
26
10-11am
Adult Swim

27

Wednesday
1

Yard Debris*

Thursday
2

Friday
3

White Goods
7pm NCA Board Removal1
Mtg** (Pool
House)

Trash & Bulk
pickup

7

8

9

10

Trash &
Recycling

Yard Debris*

White Goods
Removal1

Trash & Bulk
pickup

14

15

16

17

Trash &
Recycling

Yard Debris*

White Goods
Removal1

Trash & Bulk
pickup

21

22

23

24

Trash &
Recycling

Yard Debris*

White Goods
Removal1

Trash & Bulk
pickup

28

29

30

31

Trash &
Recycling

Yard Debris*

White Goods
Removal1

Trash & Bulk
pickup

Newsletter
Deadline

Saturday
4

11

18

25

Trash Timing
Monday & Thursday- Placed out for pick-up NO EARLIER than 5PM
Tuesday & Friday - Placed out for pick-up NO LATER than 6AM

* For Single Family Homes Only
** Board meetings are open to all NCA residents.
1
Contact American Disposal Customer Service at 703-368-0500 24 hours in advance of pick-up. There is an
additional cost to residents for this service.
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